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after the sentence,, he recanted3 he was to be
saved. There were even cases in which a man
actually recanting after the fire had been, lighted
and obviously acting only under the Influence of
extreme suffering was released.
Therefore it may fairly be urged that Cranmer
had by his abject and repeated recantations earned
the right to live at least, and that in putting him
to death the Government was breaking an implied
contract. On the other hand they could plead
that the man's crimes had been so enormous
and his position so especial that no reprieve
for him could be possible.
To me personally the plea has always seemed
insufficient. It seems to me unjust to have
accepted these numerous recantations and to
have obviously favoured their repetition and
increasing emphasis. If they had not Intended to
spare him.